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CURRICULUM VITAE  
IHEOMA U. IRUKA 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Department of Public Policy 
Campus Box 3435 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3435 
P: (919) 962-1600 
C: (305) 332-2075 
Email: iruka@unc.edu 
LinkedIn: IheomaIruka; Twitter: @IheomaIruka 

PRINCIPAL FIELDS OF INTEREST 

o Examining and eliminating racial inequity and racism during the early years 
o Ethnic, minority and immigrant children’s development, learning, and academic excellence 
o Early care and education programs and systems for children, birth through Grade 3 
o Family engagement and supports, parenting and home visiting programs, home-school partnership 
o Using data to improve instruction, family support, and systems change 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
PhD 2005 University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL, Applied Developmental Psychology 
MS 2003 University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL, Applied Developmental Psychology  
MA 2000 Boston University, Boston, MA, Psychology 
BA 1999 Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, Psychology 

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
2020-Present Research Professor, Department of Public Policy, UNC-CH, Chapel Hill, North 

Carolina 
2020-Present Fellow, FPG Child Development Institute (FPG), UNC-CH, Chapel Hill, North 

Carolina 
2020-Present Director, Early Childhood Health and Racial Equity Program, FPG UNC-CH, 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
2017-2020 Chief Research Innovation Officer and Director of The Center for Early 

Education Research and Evaluation, HighScope Education Research 
Foundation, Ypsilanti, MI 

2014-2017 Director of Research & Evaluation, Buffett Early Childhood Institute, 
University of Nebraska, Omaha, NE 

2015-2017 Research Associate Professor, Department of Child, Youth and Family Studies, 
College of Education and Human Sciences, University of Nebraska – Lincoln 
(Courtesy Appointment) 

2015-2017 Research Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of 
Nebraska – Omaha (Courtesy Appointment) 

2014-2017 Research Associate Professor, Education Leadership, College of Education, 
University of Nebraska – Omaha (Courtesy Appointment) 

2013-2014 Associate Director, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute (FPG), 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC-CH), North Carolina 
(Promotion) 

2014 Research Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, UNC-CH, North 
Carolina 
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20012-2014 Scientist, FPG, UNC-CH, North Carolina (Promotion) 
2012-2014 Affiliate Faculty, Global Studies, UNC-CH, North Carolina 
2008-2012 Investigator, FPG, UNC-CH, North Carolina 
2010-2011 Research Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, UNC-CH, North 

Carolina 
2010-2011 Research Fellow, Institute of African American Research, UNC-CH, North 

Carolina 
2010-2011 Adjunct Faculty, Department of Human Services, William Peace University 

(Peace College), Raleigh, NC 
2006-2008 IES Postdoctoral Fellow, FPG, UNC-CH, North Carolina 
2005-2006  Senior Research Associate, Westat, Maryland 
2002-2005  Adjunct Faculty, Department of Social and Behavioral Science 

Miami-Dade College, Florida 
2001-2005 Graduate Research Associate, Department of Psychology, University of Miami, 

Florida 
2001-2002 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of Miami, 

Florida 

FUNDED PROJECTS 

2020-2022 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
 RISER Network. The purpose of this project is to support the RISER Network in 

creating research to address policy and practice barriers to healthy development of 
Black children. (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2020-2021 Buffett Early Childhood Fund 
 Educare School-Family Partnership Justice Project. The purpose of this study is to 

examine the impact of implicit bias on family engagement specialists communication and 
relationship with parents in Educare schools using a sample of 30 family engagement 
specialists and 120 families. (Principal Investigator). 

2019-2020 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (INV-002551) 
 Black-Majority Educare Schools Planning Grant. The goal is to develop a research 

innovation agenda that will systematically examine practices, programming, and policies 
that ensure equitable learning opportunities. (Principal Investigator). 

2019-2020 Community Foundation of Greater Flint. 
 Flint Educare Study. The purpose of this project in collaboration with American Institutes 

for Research (AIR) is to (1) collect and share evaluation data for the Educare Flint and 
Cummings schools to improve classroom and family engagement practices and (2) engage 
and support the data needs and policy direction of the Flint Early Childhood Coalition. 
(Co-Principal Investigator). 

2019-Present Michigan Department of Education 
Evaluation Planning Consultant for Preschool Development Grant—Birth to Five 
Activities (PDG B-5). The purpose of this project in collaboration with American Institutes 
for Research (AIR) is to (1) design and guide the implementation of initial evaluations of 
PDG B-5 Initial Grant Award-funded activities and (2) create potential evaluation plans 
for the PDG B-5 Renewal Grant-funded activities. (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2019-Present Michigan Department of Education 
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Needs Assessment of Michigan’s Prenatal through Age Five Mixed Delivery System. 
The purpose of this project in collaboration with American Institutes for Research (AIR), 
the Early Childhood Investment Corporation (ECIC), the Michigan League for Public 
Policy (MLPP), and the Michigan Public Health Institute (MPHI) is to conduct a 
comprehensive statewide needs assessment for in-depth strategic planning. (Co-Principal 
Investigator). 

2019-2023 U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (R305A190199) 
 Effects of Implicit Bias on Children’s Early Outcomes. The purpose of this Goal 1 

Exploratory Projects is to examine the impact of implicit bias on teacher expectations, 
teacher-child interactions, and preschool-aged children’s outcomes using a sample of 80 
community-based preschool classrooms. (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2019-2020 U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (R305A190199 
Supplemental Study) 

 Exploring the Link between Culturally Responsive Practices and Black and Latinx 
Student Outcomes. The purpose of this supplemental study is to (a) provide preliminary 
information on whether culturally responsive practices are predictive of racially and 
ethnically minoritized children’s outcomes and (b) whether teacher factors, such as 
partnership with families, are related to culturally responsive practices. (Principal 
Investigator). 

2019-2025 Book Harvest 
 Book Babies Randomized Control Trial. The goal of this project is to conduct a 

randomized control study (RCT) for the Book Babies program, an early literacy-focused 
home visiting program in two sites in North Carolina. (Principal Investigator).  

2019-2020 Foundation for Child Development 
 Research, Policy, and Practice Consortium for Young Black Children’s Positive 

Development. Convening of group of researchers and practitioners working on issues for 
and about Black children with a goal of multiple publications and dissemination. (Principal 
Investigator).  

2019-2020 Foundation for Child Development 
 Refinement of the Assessing Classroom Sociocultural Equity Scale (ACSES) for Early 

Childhood Classrooms. The purpose of this project is to refine ACSES through collection 
of more data and analyses. (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2018-2019 Early Childhood Investment Corporation 
 Great Start to Quality Resource Center Infant Toddler Learning Communities 

Evaluation Project. The purpose of this project is to evaluate the progress made by the 
participants of Michigan’s Great Start to Quality Resource Center Infant Toddler Learning 
Communities (“local ITLCs”) focused on enhancing practices related to the care of infants 
and toddlers in early childhood settings. (Principal Investigator). 

2018-19 Gates Foundation 
 Family Engagement Literature Review Project. The purpose of this project is to provide 

the latest evidence and science of the effect of family engagement tools, practices focused 
parent skills and leadership associated with preK to Grade 5 children’s math and socio-
emotional learning (SEL). Particular attention will be paid to practices used by parents of 
minoritized children (i.e., African American, Latinx, American Indian, Dual Language 
Learners) to support their children’s math and SEL. (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2018-2019 Michigan Department of Education, Office of Great Start 
 Validation Study for Great Start to Quality Program. The purpose of this grant is to 

validate the Great Start to Quality (GSQ), Michigan’s Tiered Quality Rating Improvement 
System, and determine its validity and effectiveness. (Principal Investigator). 
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2018-Present Foundation for Child Development 
 Urban Resiliency Initiative. The purpose of this planning grant is to support the 

professional identity and workforce efficacy of child care professionals. The goal is to 
develop tools for assessing adults' relatedness to the children for whom they have 
professional responsibilities. These tools include a relationally themed assessment tool, as 
well as an adult-child observational strategy protocol to provide evidence of who benefit 
from more customized training and reinforced relation-based best practices. (Co-Principal 
Investigator). 

2017-Present Buffett Early Childhood Fund  
National Evaluation Partner for the Educare Learning Network Implementation 
Study. The purpose of this grant is to examine the implementation of the Educare Learning 
Network, a consortium of Educare schools across the country whose focus is to build, 
develop, and implement high quality early education programs for children placed at risk 
children, from birth to age five. (Co-Investigator). 

2016-2021 U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (R305N160016) 
Early Learning Context in Rural and Urban Nebraska. The goal of this study through 
the IES-funded Early Learning Network is to understand variations in practices that 
augment transitions and early learning; determine malleable factors that improve learning 
environments and promote school readiness and academic achievement for disadvantaged 
children; and understand the processes necessary for effective transitions from PreK 
through Grade 3 in rural and urban communities. (Co-Principal Investigator).  

2016-2019 W. K. Kellogg Foundation (P3034318) 
Examining Transition Implementation Processes in the Omaha Superintendents’ 
Early Childhood Plan Evaluation. The purpose of this grant is to examine how the 
Omaha school districts, schools, educators and professionals support the transition during 
the birth through Grade 3 transition critical junctures, and the implementation variation in 
federal, state, and local policies about transition practices. (Principal Investigator – 
transitioned to new PI 2017). 

2015-2017 Office of Planning Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, 
Department of Health and Human Services (90YE0181-01-00) 
Thresholds II. The overall goal of the proposal project is to identify thresholds of early 
childhood education quality in predicting social-emotional, cognitive, and language 
outcomes in multiple secondary data sets that can inform national and state policies that 
seek to promote optimal child development through early childhood education and child 
care settings (Co-Investigator).  

2014-2017 Learning Community of Douglas and Sarpy Counties  
Evaluation of Omaha’s Superintendents’ Early Childhood Plan. The purpose of this 
evaluation is to examine impact of a 0-8 initiative in the Omaha Metro area by examining 
the implementation and effectiveness of the 0-8 school as a hub approach on school, 
classroom, teacher, families, and children (Project Director).  

2014-2015 North Carolina Division of Child Development and Early Education  
North Carolina Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge Grant Transformation 
Zone (TZ) Evaluation. The purpose of this evaluation is to examine the extent to which 
the TZ communities have been able to enhance their capacity to improve the quality of 
their early childhood systems, including policy, practice, and infrastructure changes to 
support successful implementation of evidence-informed practice. (Co-Principal 
Investigator). 

2013-2015 North Carolina Division of Child Development and Early Education  
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North Carolina Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System, Validation Study. 
The purpose of this project is to conduct a two-phase study for the validation of North 
Carolina’s tiered quality rating and improvement system (TQRIS). Phase I involves 
collection of web surveys, focus groups, and interviews, as well as use of existing data to 
develop alternative models to guide Phase II. Phase II involves the validation of the system 
through conducting program and classroom observation and child assessments.  (Principal 
Investigator). 

2014 North Carolina Office of Early Learning, Department of Public Instruction  
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction: Parents’ Beliefs About the K-3 
Formative Assessment. The purpose of the proposed work is to examine parents’ beliefs 
and attitudes about the K-3 formative assessment currently being developed by the NC 
Office of Early Learning. Information is being gathered about: a) parents’ attitudes towards 
strategies for obtaining family information relevant to the formative assessment, b) parents’ 
general attitudes and beliefs about formative assessment, and c) parents’ beliefs with regard 
to the type of information they would like to receive from formative assessment reports. 
(Co-Principal Investigator). 

2012-2015 Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, 
Office of Planning, Research, & Evaluation  
Evaluation of the Head Start Designation Renewal System. The purpose of this project 
is to evaluate the validity and reliability of the Head Start Designation Renewal System 
(DRS) using independent sources of data including classroom and program observations.  
In addition, this study will examine whether the DRS incentivizes quality improvement.  
(Co-Principal Investigator). 

2009-2014 Ounce of Prevention  
National Evaluation Partner for the Educare Learning Network Implementation 
Study. The purpose of this grant is to examine the Bounce Learning Network, a consortium 
of 8 Educare centers across the country whose focus is to build, develop, and implement 
high quality early education programs for at-risk children, from birth to age five. 
(Investigator). 

2012-2014 North Carolina Division of Public Health  
Process Evaluation of NC’s Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program. The purpose of this project is to track the progress of sites toward the overall 
goal of integrating home visiting with other early childhood programs at the local level so 
that referrals, communication, triage, and planning are improved. (Co-Principal 
Investigator). 

2006-2013 W. K. Kellogg Foundation  
Promoting Academic Success for Boys of Color (PAS). The goal of the project is to build 
and support the partnership between families, schools, and communities to improve the 
academic achievement and socio-emotional development of boys of color. A secondary 
goal is to provide family-, teacher-, and community-based interventions that have shown 
some evidence of improving the learning and development of boys of color. (Investigator). 

2012 Wake County Smart Start  
Wake County Home-Based Services Integration. The purpose of this project is to 
provide consultation to Wake County Smart Start to develop a plan for a county-wide 
service integration of home-based services for young children and their families.  (Co-
Principal Investigator). 

2008-2012 The Children’s Trust  
Evaluation of the Miami-Dade Quality Counts System. A three-year evaluation funded 
by The Children’s Trust to evaluate Miami-Dade County’s Quality Rating System for child 
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care programs. The county has a five-star, voluntary system. This evaluation will study 
how the quality system is being implemented and examine how it is impacting children, 
programs, and the wider early education system.  (Co-Principal Investigator).  

2010-2012 W. K. Kellogg Foundation  
FirstSchool. FirstSchool is a pre-K–grade 3 initiative to promote public school efforts to 
become more responsive to the needs of an increasingly younger, more diverse population. 
FirstSchool creates a seamless transition for children in pre-kindergarten through third 
grade schools by uniting the best of early childhood, elementary and special education. 
(Investigator).  

2011-2012 North Carolina Partnership for Children  
Evaluation of Smart Start's Organizational Capacity Building Initiatives.  The 
purpose of this evaluation is to inform Smart Start about the effects of three initiatives on 
local communities and the broader Smart Start network and to make future decisions about 
activities.  The three initiatives are Leaders' Collaborative and Leading for Equity, 
Organizational Consultation, and Interactive Website.  (Principal Investigator).  

2010-2011 Wake County Smart Start  
Wake County Child Care Subsidy System Study.  The purpose of this project is to assist 
Wake County Smart Start (WCSS) and Wake County Human Services (WCHS) to gather 
and analyze information to determine the strengths and needs of the current child care 
subsidy system and to facilitate the development of strategic recommendations.  (Principal 
Investigator).  

2010-2011 ChildFund  
Development of ChildFund Program Offer for Model International Early Childhood 
Development Programming.  The purpose of this project is to collaborate with 
ChildFund, a community-based organization, to develop a unique early childhood 
development program for use in low-wealth and low-resources countries.  (Principal 
Investigator).  

2010-2011 Arkansas' DDS Children's Services  
Arkansas' DDS Children's Services Part C Program Evaluation.  The goal of this 
project is to evaluate the quality of services children receive, timely and comprehensive 
child evaluation and monitoring, development of quality IFSPs, and timely and quality 
services and service coordination for children and families in Arkansas' early intervention 
program.  (Project Director).  

2009-2010 North Carolina Partnership for Children  
Ready Schools Technical Assistance Project.  The purpose of this grant is to provide 
technical assistance to school and communities in North Carolina to develop a strategic 
plan to enhance seamless education for young children.  (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2007-2009 North Carolina Partnership for Children  
Evaluation of the Smart Start Family Support and Health Grant Options.  The 
purpose of this grant is to evaluate the implementation of three evidence-based program 
models that address targeted school readiness issues in selected Smart Start partnerships 
across the state in the area of childhood obesity, pre-reading skills, and parenting skills that 
address children’s challenging behaviors.  (Principal Investigator).  

2006-2007 Lourie Center Early Head Start  
Lourie Center Early Head Start Teen Parent Support Program.  The purpose of this 
evaluation was to examine the impact of parenting classes for teen parents in their 
children's cognitive and social and emotional development.  (Evaluator).  

2003-2005 Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research, & Evaluation 
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The Impact of Family Involvement on Head Start Children's School Readiness.  The 
purpose of this Head Start Graduate Student Research grant was to develop a measure of 
parent involvement and efficacy aligned with children's school readiness.  The eventual 
goal is to examine the role of self-efficacy in parents' involvement and children's school 
readiness. (Principal Investigator). 

PENDING 

2021-2025 U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences 
 Mixed-Methods Exploratory Study of Disciplinary Practices in Public PreK 

Programs in New York State with a Focus on Historically Underserved Children. The 
purpose of this Exploratory proposal is to (1) identify the disciplinary practices 
implemented in Universal PreK settings in New York State; (2) examine how these 
disciplinary practices are experienced by Black, Latinx, and American Indian children; and 
(3) determine the impact of such disciplinary practices on the learning trajectories of 
underserved children. (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2021-2025 U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences 
 Measuring Equitable Sociocultural Interactions in Preschool Classrooms to Enrich 

Learning for Young Black Children. The purpose of this Measurement proposal is to 
refine and validate an observation tool— Assessing Classroom Sociocultural Equity Scale 
(ACSES)—for preschool classrooms. (Principal Investigator). 

2021-2025 U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences 
 Early Education, School Readiness, and Early School Success: Exploring the Role of 

Parasympathetic Function in the Preschool Classroom. The purpose of this Exploratory 
proposal is to explore the ways in which children’s neurophysiological function interacts 
with their experiences in the preschool classroom to predict school readiness and early 
school success. (Co-Principal Investigator). 

2021-2025 U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences 
 Effects of Culturally Responsive Practices on Black Children’s Achievement and the 

Gap. The purpose of this Exploratory proposal is to conduct a rigorous examination of 
culturally responsive practices (CRP) to understand ways CRP shapes Black students’ 
achievement and reduces the Black-White gap at the end of third grade. (Principal 
Investigator). 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
2019 Guest Lecturer: Harvard Graduate School of Education (AH 125), Harvard T.H. 

Chan School of Public Health (SBS 299) 
 Harvard University 
2016 Guest Lecturer: College of Education 

University of Nebraska at Omaha, NE 
2013-2014 Guest Lecturer: Allied Health Sciences and School of Education  

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC 
2010-2011 Part-Time Lecturer: Family Development  

William Peace University (formerly Peace College), Raleigh, NC 
2009 Part-Time Lecturer: Biomedical Research Ethics Seminar  

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC 
2002-2005 Part-Time Lecturer: Child Development  

Miami-Dade College, FL 
2003  Graduate Teaching: Developmental Psychopathology  
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University of Miami, FL 

SELECTED POLICY & EVALUATION CONSULTATION 
2020-Present Research, Equity, & Strategic Consultant, Early Childhood investment Corporation. In 

collaboration with the CEO and leadership team, strengthen the organization’s capacity to 
produce timely educational fact sheets for policymakers, help position ECIC as a trusted 
resource on key early childhood policies, and develop 3-year incremental action steps and 
measurable goals to advance ECIC’s long-range vision, with special emphasis on how to 
meaningfully deepen ECIC’s commitment to racial equity. 

2019-Present Research Consultant, American Institutes of Research. Provide evaluation support for the 
George Kaiser Family Foundation’s (GKFF’s) Birth through Eight Strategy for Tulsa 
(BEST). BEST is a place-based strategy that aims to profoundly alter the nurturing context 
of a city by focusing on the early years of the human lifespan during which well-designed 
programs and services typically have their greatest benefits. 

2018-Present Research & Evaluation Consultant, Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust Great 
Expectations, a long-term, early childhood initiative based in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina. The initiative seeks to increase developmental, educational and health-related 
outcomes for children by improving the key systems that serve children and families. 

2017-Present Senior Research Advisor, National Black Child Development Institute (NBCDI). Support 
the research and evaluation efforts of NBCDI regarding expulsion and suspension of black 
children and transforming the workforce. 

2015-2017  Research Consultant, BUILD – QRIS 3.0 Project. Contributed to the development of a 
revised quality rating and improvement system theory of change (QRIS 3.0) that resulted 
in a policy and practice brief and emerging QRIS 3.0 tool.  

2013-14 Research Analyst, Ounce of Prevention – Educare Family Engagement Approach. Lead 
literature review and report focused on establishing the basis for family-centered practices 
in Educare schools. 

2010-2012  Consultant, Office of Planning, Research & Evaluation, Administration for Children and 
Families – Data Management. Conducted selected interviews with states, reviewed data 
systems, and developed report to guide state efforts in building or rebuilding data systems 
for quality rating and improvement. 

2011-2017 Consultant, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Business School – African 
American Bridges to Success Project. Supported the development of a research and policy 
framework for philanthropic organizations engaged in supporting the excellence of African 
American boys. 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

2019 Mentor, Black Caucus Mentoring Program, National Association for the Education of 
young Children  

2015 Outstanding Author Contribution in the 2015 Emerald Literati Network Awards for 
Excellence 

2009 Service and Leadership Award, Office of Postdoctoral Affairs, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 

2009-2011 Senior Mentor, Frances Degen Horowitz Millennium Scholars Program, Society for 
Research in Child Development 

2007-2009 Junior Mentor, Frances Degen Horowitz Millennium Scholars Program, Society for 
Research in Child Development 
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SPECIALIZED TRAINING  

2012 What Works Clearinghouse Reviewer Training, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 
2008  National Institute of Mental Health Public Reviewer Training, Washington, D.C.  
2008  Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) Training, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
2008   Biomedical Research Ethics Training Seminar, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
2008 Multilevel Modeling of Hierarchical and Longitudinal Data Using SAS, SAS Institute, 

Raleigh, North Carolina  
2007 National Center for Education Statistics, Institute of Education Sciences, Early Childhood 

Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort Database Training Seminar, Washington, DC 

PEER-REVIEW PUBLICATIONS 

1) Iruka, I. U., Lucas, M., Gillanders, C., & Adegbuyi, T. (accepted) Factors impacting the preschool 
to kindergarten school transition patterns for Latino Boys. Journal of Applied Developmental 
Psychology. 

2) Sheridan, S. M., Koziol, N., Witte, A., Iruka, I. U., & Knoche, L. (accepted). Longitudinal and 
geographic trends in family engagement during the pre-kindergarten to kindergarten transition. 
Early Childhood Education Journal. 

1) Richardson, P., Bocknek, E., McGoron, L., Raveau, H., & Iruka, I. U. (in press). Finding the 
Superwoman: Parenting strengths of urban African American mothers. Child Development. 

2) Iruka, I. U. (2020). Commentary: High quality child care as an effective anti-poverty strategy: 
Emerging evidence from Canada. Pediatrics, 146(1), e20200483. https://10.1542/peds.2020-0483  

3) Iruka, I. U., DeKraai, M., Walther, J., Sheridan, S. M., & Abdel-Monem, T. (2020). Examining 
how rural ecological contexts influence children’s early learning opportunities. Early Childhood 
Research Quarterly, 52, 15-29. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2019.09.005  

4) Iruka, I. U., Curenton, S. M., Sims, J., Blitch, K. A., & Gardner, S. (2020). Factors associated with 
early school readiness profiles for Black girls. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 51, 215-228. 
https://10.1016/j.ecresq.2019.10.012  

5) Curenton, S. M., Iruka, I. U., Humphries, M., Jensen, B., Durden, T., Rochester, S. E., . . . Kinzie, 
M. B. (2019). Validity for the Assessing Classroom Sociocultural Equity Scale (ACSES) in Early 
Childhood Classrooms. Early Education and Development, 1-20. 
https://10.1080/10409289.2019.1611331  

6) Roberts, A. M., Gallagher, K. C., Daro, A. M., Iruka, I. U., & Sarver, S. L. (2019). Workforce 
well-being: Personal and workplace contributions to early educators' depression across settings. 
Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 61, 4-12. doi:10.1016/j.appdev.2017.09.007 

7) Iruka, I. U., & Forry, N. D. (2018). Links between patterns of quality in diverse settings and 
children’s early outcomes. Journal of Education, 198(1), 95-112. doi:10.1177/0022057418800941. 

8) Boyd, B. A., Iruka, I. U., Pierce, N. P. (2018). Strengthening service access for children of color 
with autism spectrum disorders: A proposed conceptual framework. International Review of 
Research in Developmental Disabilities, 54, 1-33. doi:10.1016/bs.irrdd.2018.07.001. 

9) Dev, D., Williams, N., Iruka, I. U., Garcia, A. S., Guo, Y., Patwardhan, I., Cummings, K.,...Sedani, 
A. (2018). Improving the nutrition and screen time environment through self-assessment in family 
childcare homes in Nebraska. Public Health Nutrition. doi:10.1017/S1368980018001416 

10) Holochwost, S. J., Volpe, V. V., Iruka, I. U., & Mills-Koonce, W. R. (2018). Maternal warmth, 
intrusiveness, and executive functions in early childhood: tracing developmental processes among 
African American children. Early Child Development and Care, 1-9. 
doi:10.1080/03004430.2018.1461096 
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11) Iruka, I. U., Jones Harden, B. P., Bingham, G., Esteraich, J., & Green, S. (2018). Profiles of 
parenting for low-income families and links to children’s preschool outcomes. Early Education 
and Development, 1-25. doi:10.1080/10409289.2018.1440843 

12) Iruka, I. U., Brown, D., Jerald, J., & Blitch, K. (2018). Early Steps to School Success (ESSS): 
Examining pathways linking home visiting and language outcomes. Child & Youth Care Forum, 
47(2), 283-301. doi:10.1007/s10566-017-9430-1 

13) Iruka, I. U., De Marco, A., & Garrett-Peters, P. (2018). Profiles of academic/socioemotional 
competence: Associations with parenting, home, child care, and neighborhood. Journal of Applied 
Developmental Psychology, 54, 1-11. doi:10.1016/j.appdev.2017.11.002 

14) Gardner-Neblett, J., Holochwost, S. J., Gallagher, K. C., Pungello, E. P., Iruka, I. U., & Odom, S. 
L. (2017). Which classroom learning activities are associated with sustained attention among 
infants and toddlers? Child & Youth Care Forum, 46(4), 473–493. 

15) Iruka, I. U. (2017). Predictors of infant and toddler black boys' early learning: Seizing 
opportunities and minimizing risks Infant Mental Health Journal, 38(1), 128-142. doi: 
10.1002/imhj.21615. 

16) Iruka, I. U., Curenton, S. M., & Gardner, S. (2015). How changes in home and neighborhood 
environment factors are related to change in black children’s academic and social development 
from kindergarten to third grade. The Journal of Negro Education, 84(3), 282-297. doi: 
10.7709/jnegroeducation.84.3.0282 

17) Gardner-Neblett, N., & Iruka, I. U. (2015). Oral narrative skills: Explaining the language-emergent 
literacy link by race/ethnicity and SES. Developmental Psychology, 51 (7), 889-904. doi: 
10.1037/a0039274 

18) Yazejian, N., & Iruka, I. U. (2015). Associations among tiered quality rating and improvement 
system supports and quality improvement. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 30, 255-265. doi: 
10.1016/j.ecresq.2014.05.005 

19) Iruka, I. U., & Morgan, J. (2014). Patterns of quality experienced by African American children 
in early education programs: Predictors and links to children’s preschool and kindergarten 
academic outcomes. The Journal of Negro Education, 83(3), 235-255. doi: 
10.7709/jnegroeducation.83.3.0235 

20) Iruka, I. U., Dotterer, A. M., & Pungello, E. P. (2014). Ethnic variations of pathways linking 
socioeconomic status, parenting, and preacademic skills in a nationally representative sample. 
Early Education and Development, 1-22. doi: 10.1080/10409289.2014.892806 

21) Iruka, I. U., Gardner-Neblett, N., Matthews, J. S., & Winn, D.-M. C. (2014). Preschool to 
kindergarten transition patterns for African American boys. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 
29(2), 106-117. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2013.11.004 

22) Forry, N., Iruka, I. U., Tout, K., Torquati, J., Susman-Stillman, A., Bryant, D., & Daneri, M. P. 
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Miami. Presentation at the QRIS Conference, Denver, CO.  

Iruka, I. U. (February 2014). Quality early care and education system: Implications for children’s school 
readiness. Presentation at the North Carolina Institute of Medicine, Morrisville, NC. 
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Iruka, I. U. (February 2013). Promising pathways for ensuring African American children’s success. 
Presentation at the Annual Conference on African-American Children and Families, University of 
Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA. 

Iruka, I. U. (July 2012). Focusing on the needs of Black male infants and toddler: Building the foundation 
for school success. Presentation at Children’s Defense Fund National Conference, Cincinnati, OH.  

Iruka, I. U. (April 2012). Re-visioning early care and education for Black boys: Potential strategy for 
excellence and success. Public talk at Educational Testing Services, Princeton, NJ. 

Iruka, I. U. (February 2012). A journey: Our children, hope for the future. Hearing the voices of children: 
What are they saying? Presentation at the Inaugural Conference on African-American Children and 
Families, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA. 

Iruka, I. U. (October 2011). Solving the persistent challenge: How to promote and support diverse 
leadership. Presentation at the Evelyn K. Moore Early Childhood Leadership Institute, National 
Black Child Development Institute Annual Conference, Nashville, TN. 

Iruka, I. U. (September 2011). SES and language development. Seminar presentation at Speech & 
Pathology course, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Iruka, I. U. (June 2011). African American males: Early disparities. ETS' Addressing Achievement Gap 
Symposium: A Strong Start: Positioning Young Black Boys for Educational Success at the National 
Press Club, Washington, DC. 

Iruka, I. U. (December 2010). Head Start Impact Study: Implication for Ready Schools.  Webinar presented 
to North Carolina Smart Start Directors, Chapel Hill, NC. 

Iruka, I. U. (November 2010). Early education issue forum: A framework that works - Implementing 
successful pre-K through third grade strategies. NBCDI Issues Forum at the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children 2010 Annual Conference & Expo in collaboration with the 
National Black Child Development Institute, Anaheim, CA. 

Iruka, I. U. (November 2010). Ready Schools and preK-3: Strengthening the foundation for success. 
Keynote presenter for Yadkin County Inaugural Ready Schools Conference, Yadkinville, NC. 

Iruka, I. U. (June 2010). Use and selection of standardized tools for child and family outcomes.  Wake 
County Smart Start, Raleigh, NC. 

Ritchie, S., & Iruka, I. U. (October 2009). FirstSchool: A response for school change. Evelyn K. Moore 
Early Childhood Leadership Institute at the National Black Child Development Institute Annual 
Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

Iruka, I. U., (May 2009). Parenting: What is its role in children’s development? Seminar presentation at 
the Association of Small Foundation, Strategic Philanthropy in Early Childhood Development, 
Duke University, Durham, NC. 

Iruka, I. U., & Howard, L. (April 2009). The achievement gap: What have we done lately? Seminar 
presentation at Shaw University Department of Education & Meredith College Department of 
Human Environmental Science, Meredith College, NC.  

Iruka, I. U. (March 2009). Transition, connection, and relationship: Research in early childhood. Seminar 
presentation at Institute of Education Sciences Seminar, Department of Psychology, University of 
Miami, FL. 

Iruka, I. U. (February 2009). The PAS Initiative: Promoting Academic Success for Boys of Color. 
Presentation at the Early Childhood Collaboration Council. 

Iruka, I. U. (February 2009). Academic growth during pre-kindergarten: Do associations vary with 
ethnicity, gender, and income? Seminar presentation at FPG Child Development Institute, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
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Iruka, I. U. (September 2008). Rating of children’s social skills: Examining parent-caregiver partnership 
and children’s ethnicity. Seminar presentation at the Carolina Seminar on Behavioral Research 
with Minority Populations, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Iruka, I. U. (August 2008). Partnering with families. In-service staff training for Chesterfield-Marlboro 
EOC, Inc. Head Start. Cheraw, South Carolina. 

Winn, D., & Iruka, I. U. (June 2008). Boys into men: Raising our African American teenage sons. Invited 
talk at the African American Healthy Marriage Initiative: Building strong and healthy families 
connecting marriage research-to-practice conference, Friday Center at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Iruka, I. U. (January 2007). Home and school environment: Impact on children’s achievement and 
behavior as mediated by learning behaviors and moderated by cumulative risks. Seminar 
presentation at FPG Child Development Institute, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Iruka, I. U. (January 2007). Parents and approaches to learning: What have you taught your child lately? 
Seminar presentation at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Department of Psychology. 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

Curenton, S. M., Rochester, S. E., Sims, J., Garcia-Miranda, A. & Iruka, I. U. (2020, Apr 17 - 21). 
Equitable Sociocultural Practices in Pre-Kindergarten Classrooms: Predicting Children's 
Academic, Social, and Behavioral Gains [Roundtable Session]. AERA Annual Meeting San 
Francisco, CA http://tinyurl.com/r5ty7b6 (On site conference canceled) 

Iruka, I. U., Sheridan, S M., Koziol, N., Kerby, H., Prokasky, A., & Witte, A. (January 2020). Beyond 
Achievement Gap Gazing: Examining Gap-Reducing Mechanism. Paper presentation at the 
Institute for Education Sciences’ Principal investigator Annual Meeting, Washington, DC. 

Durden, T., Curenton, S., Escayg, K., & Iruka, I. U. (November 2019). Where are we now? Our 30-year 
journey in anti-bias education and culturally relevant teaching in early childhood classrooms. 
Presentation at the National Association for the Education of Young Children, Nashville, TN. 

Iruka, I. U. (March 2019). Investigating and Ameliorating Teachers’ Racialized Perceptions and the Race 
Disparities in Students’ Schooling. Discussant at 2019 Biennial Society for Research in Child 
Development Conference, Baltimore, MD. 

Iruka, I. U., Sheridan, S., Knoche, L., & Witte, A. (March 2019). Examining Child-Teacher Relationships 
and Classroom Quality Across Racial Groups. Paper presented at 2019 Biennial Society for 
Research in Child Development Conference, Baltimore, MD. 

Iruka, I. U., Kuhn, L., & Yazejian, N. (March 2019). Family Support Staff: Examining their Approach to 
Supporting Families. Paper presented at 2019 Biennial Society for Research in Child Development 
Conference, Baltimore, MD. 

Winn, D-M., & Iruka, I. U. (December 2017). Supporting Parents of Young Black Children: Utilization of 
PACC. Presentation at NHSA Parent and Family Engagement Conference, Austin, TX.  

Iruka, I. U. (July 2017). Promoting culturally competent Quality Rating and Improvement Systems through 
CCDBG implementation. Presentation at the QRIS Conference, Dallas, TX.  

Iruka, I. U. (April 2017). Ethnic and language differences in infant/toddler early care and education 
experiences. Presenter at the 2017 Biennial Society for Research in Child Development 
Conference, Austin, TX. 

Meisels, S., & Iruka, I. U. (April 2017). Creating a community-engaged child development institute. 
Presenter at the 2017 Biennial SRCD Conference, Austin, TX. 

Iruka, I. U. (April 2017). Risk and resilience in African American parenting of young children. Discussant 
at the 2017 Biennial SRCD Conference, Austin, TX. 
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Iruka, I. U. (April 2017). Beyond the Word Gap: Mother and child care teacher language input and 
language/literacy outcomes for rural low-SES children. Discussant at the 2017 Biennial SRCD 
Conference, Austin, TX. 

Iruka, I. U. (October 2016). Determining promotive contexts and environments for infant and toddler black 
boys’ school readiness skills. Paper presentation at the 2016 Society for Research in Child 
Development Conference Special Topic Meeting: Babies, Boys, and Men of Color, Tampa, FL. 

Ray, A., Maxwell, C., Iruka, I. U. (October 2015). Black Parents at the Forefront: Engagement and 
Empowerment in Early Education. Presentation at the National Black Child Development Institute 
Annual Conference, Arlington, VA. 

Iruka, I. U. (December 2014). Addressing the diversity in Black boys as a potential strategy for excellence 
and success. Presentation at the Race Matters: Putting Race on the Table Conference, Omaha, NE. 

Iruka, I. U. (March 2015). Profiles of parenting for low-income families: Findings from the Educare 
Implementation Study. Paper presented at Society for Research in Child Development Conference, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Iruka, I. U., De Marco, A., & Garrett-Peters, P. (March 2015). Profiles of child competence in early 
childhood and potential child care, parenting, and community predictors. Paper presented at 
Society for Research in Child Development Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 

Iruka, I. U., & Forry, N. D (April 2013). Patterns of quality in center and home-based programs: 
Predictors and links to children’s preschool and kindergarten academic outcomes. Paper presented 
at Society for Research in Child Development Conference, Seattle, WA. 

Iruka, I. U., Winn, D. C., Gardner-Neblett, N., & Matthews, J. S. (April 2013). Preschool to kindergarten 
transition patterns for African American boys. Poster presented at 2013 Biennial Society for 
Research in Child Development Conference, Seattle, WA. 

Gardner-Neblett, N., & Iruka, I. U. (April 2013). Explaining the language-reading link: The role of 
preschool oral narrative skills. Paper presented at 2013 Biennial Society for Research in Child 
Development Conference, Seattle, WA. 

Iruka, I. U., & Stringfellow, C. (February 2013). Parent engagement of low-income & minority families: 
Guiding principles from Educare schools. Region IV Head Start Association Annual Conference, 
Atlanta, GA. 

Iruka, I. U. & Winn, D. (October 2012). Promoting academic success for young boys of color: Preliminary 
findings. Presentation at the National Black Child Development Institute Annual Conference, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 

Iruka, I. U., & Stringfellow, C. (October 2012). Profiles of parent engagement and links to school 
readiness: Findings from Educare schools. Presentation at the National Black Child Development 
Institute Annual Conference, Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 

Iruka, I. U., LaForett, D., & Odom, E. C. (June 2012). Validity of the family investment and stress models 
across five cultural groups: Relationship to children's school readiness. Paper presented at the 
Head Start National Research Conference, Washington, DC. 

Iruka, I. U. & Dick, K. (May 2012). Workforce Development & T.E.A.C.H. Presentation at the T.E.A.C.H. 
Early Childhood and Child Care WAGE$ 2012 National Professional Development Symposium, 
Chapel Hill, NC. 

Baker, C., & Iruka. I. U. (July 2012). Parent psychological health and the transition to kindergarten: 
Understanding the mediating role of home environments. Paper presented at National Research 
Conference on Child & Family Programs & Policy, Bridgewater State University, Bridgewater, 
MA. 

Iruka, I. U. (October 2011). FirstSchool across the world -- preK-3rd grade in Zambia, Africa. Presentation 
at the National Black Child Development Institute Annual Conference, Nashville, TN. 
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Forry, N., Iruka, I. U., Blasburg, A. (June 2011). Profiles of quality among early childhood practitioners: 
Implications for targeting professional development. Paper presented at NAEYC Professional 
Development Institute, Providence, RI. 

Iruka, I. U. (April 2011). Predictors of early excelling African American and Latino boys' pre-academic 
skills: Which factors matter? Paper presented at Society for Research in Child Development 
Conference, Montreal, Canada. 

Iruka, I. U. (March 2011). Link between parent involvement and school readiness of low-income children 
in high quality education programs: Does parent self-efficacy matter? Poster presented at Society 
for Research in Child Development Conference, Montreal, Canada. 

Iruka, I. U., & Sotolong, J. (May 2009). Raising a Reader Part II: The North Carolina Experience and 
Smart Start Pilot Grant Program Evaluation Approach and Initial Findings. Presentation at the 
2009 National Smart Start Conference, Greensboro, NC. 

Sotolong, J., & Iruka, I. U. (May 2009). The Incredible Years – BASIC Parent Program Implementation: 
Smart Start Pilot Grant Program Evaluation Approach and Initial Findings. Presentation at the 
2009 National Smart Start Conference, Greensboro, NC. 

Iruka, I. U. (April 2009). Academic growth during pre-kindergarten: Do associations vary by ethnicity, 
gender, and income? Paper presented at Society for Research in Child Development Conference, 
Denver, CO.  

Forry, N., & Iruka, I. U. (April 2009). Extending predictors of observed quality in home-based care. Paper 
presented at Society for Research in Child Development Conference, Denver, CO.  

Dotterer, A. M., Iruka, I. U., & Pungello, E. P. (April 2009). Racial disparities in pre-academic knowledge: 
Examining models of family influence. Poster presented at Society for Research in Child 
Development Conference, Denver, CO. 

Iruka, I. U., Rhodes, P., & Comer, B. (January, 2009). Smart Start and NAP SACC – A statewide 
collaboration to address childhood obesity. Presentation at the Day for Day Care Conference, 
Chapel Hill, NC. 

Iruka, I. U. & Ritchie, S (October 2008). Ready Schools promote academic success for ethnic minority 
boys. Presentation at National Black Child Development Institute 2008 Annual Conference, 
Atlanta, GA. 

Iruka, I. U., Bryant, D., & Wesley, P. (August 2008). A randomized study of the effects of on-site 
consultation for quality enhancement. Paper presented at the American Psychological Association 
Conference, Boston, MA. 

Iruka, I. U. (June, 2008). Maternal self-efficacy: Does it explain school involvement? Poster presented at 
Head Start’s Ninth National Research Conference, Washington, DC. 

Iruka, I. U. (June, 2008). Ethnic variation in the association between family structures and practices on 
child outcomes at 36 months: Results from Early Head Start. Poster presented at Head Start’s Ninth 
National Research Conference, Washington, DC. 

Iruka, I. U. (June, 2008). Parent-provider relationship: Rating of children’s socio-emotional development. 
Poster presented at Head Start’s Ninth National Research Conference, Washington, DC. 

Iruka, I. U. (March, 2008). Predicting optimal child development from parenting, school, and 
neighborhood process: Using a fixed effects approach. Poster presented at the American 
Educational Research Association Annual Meeting for the Emerging scholars and scholarships in 
education research, New York, NY. 

Iruka, I. U. (June, 2007). Preliminary results from a randomized study of the Partnerships for Inclusion 
model of on-site quality enhancement. Poster presented at the Institute for Education Sciences 
Research Conference, Washington, D.C. 
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Iruka, I. U. (March, 2007). The role of family life in the development of academic and social competence 
of poor children. Discussant for poster symposium presented at the Society for Research in Child 
Development Conference, Boston, MA. 

Iruka, I. U. & Burchinal, M. R. (March, 2007). Advantage of multiple nurturing relationships for 
preschoolers. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Development Conference, 
Boston, MA. 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

2003-Present   Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) 
2008-Present   Society for Research in Child Development Black Caucus (SRCD-Black Caucus) 
2008-Present   American Psychological Association (APA) 
2008-Present   National Black Child Development Institute (NBCDI) 
2009-2014   Black Faculty and Staff Caucus – UNC-CH 
2010-Present   National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
2014-Present  American Educational Research Association (AERA) 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

Associate Editor 
2017-Present  Early Childhood Research Quarterly 
Guest Editor 
2018-Present  Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Family Engagement Special Issue 
Co-Editor 
2012-2015  Social Policy Report 
Editorial Board Member 
2020-Present  Journal of Early Intervention 
2019-Present  Adversity and Resilience Science 
2019-Present  Social Sciences & Humanities Open 
2018-Present   American Journal of Orthopsychiatry 
2018-Present  Journal of Family Psychology 
Consulting Editor 
2015-Present  Journal of Family Psychology 
2012-Present  American Journal of Orthopsychiatry 
2010-2017  Early Childhood Research Quarterly  
 
Ad Hoc Journal Peer Reviewer  
2018-Present  Journal of Education 
2014-2018  Journal of Family Psychology 
2013-Present  American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology 
2012-Present  Journal of Early Intervention 
2012-Present  Education Researcher 
2011-Present   American Journal of Orthopsychiatry 
2011-Present  Journal of Marriage and Family 
2011-Present American Educational Research Journal: Teaching, Learning, and Human 

Development 
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2011-Present  Journal of African American Studies 
2010-Present  Educational Assessment 
2010-Present  Journal of Family Issues 
2009-Present  Child Development Perspectives 
2009-Present  International Journal for Education Research 
2009-Present  Social Science Research 
2008-Present  Child Development 
2008-Present  NHSA Dialog: A Research-to-Practice Journal for Early Intervention  

Field 
2008-2009  Early Childhood Research Quality 
Conference Peer Reviewer  
2011   2012 Head Start National Research Conference Biennial Meeting  
2010   2011 Society for Research in Child Development Biennial Meeting 
2009   2010 Head Start National Research Conference Biennial Meeting 
2008   2009 Society for Research in Child Development Biennial Meeting 
2007   2008 Head Start National Research Conference Biennial Meeting 
Grant Reviewer 
2020 Reviewer, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Planning, 

Research and Evaluation in the Administrations for Children and Families, 
Secondary Analyses of Data on Early Care and Education 

2018 Panel Chair, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administrations for 
Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation FY 2018 
Child Care Development Block Grant Implementation Research and Evaluation 
Grants (Phase II/Cohort I)  

2012-2015 Principal Member, U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Science, 
Early Intervention and Early Childhood Education Review Panel 

2013 Panel Chair, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Planning, 
Research and Evaluation in the Administrations for Children and Families, Head 
Start Graduate Student Research Grant 

2011-2012 Reviewer, U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Science, Early 
Intervention and Early Childhood Education Review Panel  

2010 Reviewer, U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, 
Full-Service Community Schools  

2010 Reviewer, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Planning, 
Research and Evaluation in the Administrations for Children and Families, Head 
Start Graduate Student Research Grant 

2009   Reviewer, National Science Foundation, Developmental and Learning  
Sciences  

2009 Reviewer, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for 
Children and Families, Child Care Bureau, Child Care Scholars Grant 

2009 Reviewer, North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc., Ready Schools Technical 
Assistance Grant 

2006 Reviewer, U.S Department of Education, Parent Information Resource Center 
Competition 
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NATIONAL SERVICE 

2020-Present Board Member, Trust for Learning, Washington, DC 
2020 Technical Workgroup Member, US Department of Education, National Center for 

Education Research (NCER) at the Institute of Education Sciences (IES), TWG on 
Quality in Early Childhood Settings 

2019-Present National Advisory Council Member, Prenatal-to-Three Policy Impact Center at 
The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 

2018-Present Member, National Early Education Council, Jumpstart, Boston, MA 
2018-Present Senior Research Associate, National Center for Montessori in the Public Sector, 

Washington, DC 
2018 Technical Workgroup Member for Families of Children with Disabilities, US 

Department of Education, National Center for Special Education Research 
(NCSER) at the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) 

2018-2020 Committee Member, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
Committee on Applying Neurobiological and Socio-behavioral Sciences from 
Prenatal through Early Childhood Development: A Health Equity Approach, 
Washington, DC 

2018-Present Member, Ideal Learning Roundtable, Washington, DC 
2017-2019 Professional Preparation Standards Workgroup Member, National Association 

for the Education of Young Children, Washington, DC 
2017-Present Technical Expert, National Survey of Early Care and Education 2019, NORC at 

the University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
2017-Present National Member, T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® National Advisory Committee, 

Chapel Hill, NC 
2017-2020 Developmentally Appropriate Practices Workgroup Member, National 

Association for the Education of Young Children, Washington, DC.  
2016-2018 Advisory Committee Member, T.E.A.C.H. National Board Certification Project, 

Chapel Hill, NC 
2016-2017 Vice Chair, Society for Research in Child Development, University-Based Child 

and Family Policy Consortium, Washington, DC 
2016-Present Research Advisor, State Policy and Research for Early Education Working Group 

for National Council for State Legislators 
2016-Present Committee Member, OPRE-sponsored Home-Based Child Care Working Group 
2015-2017 Executive Committee Member, Head Start’s 13th National Research Conference, 

Washington, DC 
2014-2016 Committee Member, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 

Study on Parenting, Washington, DC 
2014-2016 Workgroup Member, White House African American Educational Excellence 

Workgroup, Washington, DC 
2014-2016 Steering Committee Member, University-Based Child and Family Policy 

Consortium, Washington, DC 
2014-Present Board Member, Brady Education Foundation, Chapel Hill, NC 
2014-2016 Expert Workgroup Member, Study of Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships, 

Washington, DC 
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2014-Present Steering Committee Member, Quality Initiatives Research and Evaluation 
Consortium (INQUIRE), Washington, DC 

2010-2014 Committee Member, Quality Initiatives Research and Evaluation Consortium 
(INQUIRE), Washington, DC 

2012-2014 Co-Chair, University-based Child and Family Policy Consortium, Early 
Childhood Initiative 

2008-2013 Steering Committee Member, Child Care Policy Research Conference, 
Washington, DC 

STATE AND LOCAL SERVICE 

2019-Present Member (Governor-appointed), North Carolina Child Care Commission, Raleigh, 
NC  

2018-Present Chair, Durham PreK Governance Committee, Durham, NC 
2018-Present Board of Trustee, Montessori Community School, Durham, NC 
2018-Present Member, Color of Education Guiding Committee, The Public School Forum of 

North Carolina, in partnership with Duke Policy Bridge at Sanford and the Samuel 
DuBois Cook Center on Social Equity at Duke University, Raleigh, NC 

2018 Design Team Member, City Garden Training Center, St. Louis, MO 
2016-Present Advisory Team Member, Exchange Research in Action, Lincoln, NE 
2016-2017 Technical Advisor, Durham Pre-K Taskforce, Durham, NC 
2014-2017 Core Group Member, NE Early Childhood Integrated Data System, Department 

of Education, NE 
2013-2014 Board Member, Child Care Services Association, North Carolina 
2013-2014 Committee Member, MDC Made in Durham Policy Working Group, Durham, NC 
2013 National Reviewer, K-3 Assessment Think Tank, NC Department of Public 

Instruction, Raleigh, NC 
2012-2014 Mayor-appointed Board Member and Youth Council Chair, Durham County 

Workforce Development Board, Durham, North Carolina 
2008-2012 Board Member, Durham County Workforce Development Board, Durham, North 

Carolina 
2012-2014 Board Member and Public Policy Committee Co-Chair, NC Covenant 
2010-2014 Scholar Panel, Global Scholar's Academy (GSA), Durham, North Carolina 
2011-2012 Task Force Member, Durham’s Alliance for Child Care Access (DACCA)  
2011-2012 Youth Council Member, Durham County Workforce Development Board, 

Durham, North Carolina 
2009-2014  Board Member, Institutional Review Board, 3-C Institute for Social Development 
2008-2010 Committee Member, Ready School Task Force, Raleigh, North Carolina 
2008-2009 Steering Committee Member, Women of Color in the Academy, University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
2008-2010 Board Member, Durham County Women’s Commission, Durham, North Carolina 
2008-2009 Committee Member, North Carolina Smart Start Family Support Task Force, 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
2005-2006 Board Member, Victims’ Advisory Board, Montgomery County, Maryland 
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UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

2019-Present Qualifying Project Committee, Marisa Solé (Lehigh University) 
2017-Present Committee Member, Merrill Palmer Skillman Institute National Steering 

Committee, Wayne State University 
2016-Present Dissertation Committee Member, Dalhia Lloyd (University of Nebraska – 

Lincoln) 
2016-2018 Dissertation Committee Member, Mei-Ling Lin** (UNC-CH) 
2016-2017 Dissertation Committee Member, Patty Richardson** (Wayne State University, 

Detroit, MI) 
2015-2016 Search Committee Member, Early Childhood Education Specialist/Assistant 

Professor position, Department of Child, Youth and Family Studies, College of 
Education and Human Sciences, University of Nebraska – Lincoln  

2015-2016 Committee Member, Collaboration Initiative Steering Committee, University of 
Nebraska  

2014-2017 Dissertation Committee Member, Chetna Seti** (UNC-CH) 
2014-2016 Dissertation Committee Co-Chair, Sandra García (UNC-CH) 
2012-2015 Graduate and Dissertation Committee Member, Katrina Cummings** 

(University of North Carolina at Greensboro) 
2013-2015 Dissertation Committee Member, Melissa Van Dyke** (University of South 

Florida) 
2013-2014 Graduate Thesis Committee Member, Jan Esteraich (University of Nebraska - 

Lincoln) 
2013-2014 Independent Study Advisor, Meredith Jones (UNC-CH) 
2010-2014  Dissertation Committee Member, Yannic Orthodoxou** (UNC-CH) 
2011-2013  Dissertation Committee Member, Dari Jigjidsuren** (UNC-CH) 
2011-2012  Honor Thesis Committee Member, Hannah Kibort-Crocker (UNC-CH) 
2010-2012  Dissertation Committee Member, Amanda Clincy** (UNC-CH) 
2009- 2011  Dissertation Committee Member, Cindy Bagwell** (UNC-CH) 
2007-2009 Board Member, Post Doctoral Association Board, North Carolina 
 
**Student Graduated 


