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I attained my PhD in School Psychology from Indiana University in 2004. I currently direct the school psychology graduate training program (EdS & PhD) at the University of Montana (Missoula, MT). Although my initial line of research had to do with the question of how reading disabilities should be operationalized in practice, my current research interests are in school bullying. My interest in bullying and peer harassment stems form a number of years spent working with adjudicated male youth in a residential setting.
 
Most recently, I have adopted an attribution model to better understand the social cognitions of all that are privy to incidents of school bullying (bullies, assistants to the bullies, victims, defenders of victims, bystanders, etc.). The attributional perspective provides a useful theoretical framework for assessing attitudes towards victims and bullies. When considering others’ outcomes (e.g. getting picked on), people make causal attributions as to the reason that negative outcome happened to the actor. Paramount in the analysis of others is how much control the actor had regarding their “plight.” Past research has shown that judgments of controllability are presumed to motivate subsequent behaviors. However, research has also shown that it is the observer’s affective response to the actor (based upon conclusions regarding that actor’s controllability over their situation) that mediates the relationship between judgments of controllability and possible behavioral outcomes, such as help-giving. My current research has employed an attributional framework to measure judgments of responsibility toward those involved in bullying incidents. Specifically, it has looked at how judgments may differ (be moderated by. . .) by the actual participant role of the responder (e.g. do defenders of the victim find the bully more culpable than other groups? How do defenders and, say, outsiders, differ in the culpability they assign victims of bullying?), by the researcher’s manipulation of controllability information within the experimental vignettes, and other attributes such as gender.

