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Biography

Ann DeSmet is a clinical psychologist and researcher at the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences of the Ghent University in Belgium. In the past 15 years she has worked on research in mental health care, such as drug abuse, ADHD, bipolar disorder, depression among socio-economically disadvantaged people, supported education, employment and housing for people with severe mental illness, and on topics related to healthcare communication. She is currently conducting her PhD project on bystander behavior in (cyber-)bullying incidents and is a member of the Friendly Attac project team which works on the development of a ‘serious game’ against cyber-bullying. Her main interests are in developmental psychology related to bullying; potential at-risk groups for bullying such as adolescents with obesity, ADHD, early psychosis; successful interventions to enhance social skills, empathy and problem-solving skills among adolescents; and positive mental health promotion programs for children and adolescents.
Current projects (2012)

‘Friendly Attac’
Development of a serious game against cyber-bullying following Intervention Mapping Protocol, aimed at young adolescents (12-15 year olds). 

Correlates of (cyber-) bullying behavior among young adolescents
Study among middle school students in Flanders, on coping skills, social skills, empathy, health and environmental factors among several participant roles in traditional bullying and cyber-bullying

Exploring behavioral determinants of bystander behavior of cyber-bullying incidents

Study among middle school students in Flanders on behavioral determinants of bystander behavior in cyber-bullying incidents
Publications on bullying within our research group

V. Stevens, I. De Bourdeaudhuij and P. Van Oost (2002). Relationship of the Family Environment to Children's Involvement in Bully/Victim Problems at School . Journal of Youth and Adolescence, Volume 31, Number 6, 419-428, DOI: 10.1023/A:1020207003027 
V. Stevens, P. Van Oost and I. De Bourdeaudhuij (2000). The effects of an anti-bullying intervention programme on peers' attitudes and behaviour. Journal of Adolescence, Volume 23, Issue 1, 21–34

V. Stevens, I. De Bourdeaudhuij and P. Van Oost (2000). Bullying in Flemish schools: An evaluation of anti-bullying intervention in primary and secondary schools. British Journal of Educational Psychology, Volume 70, Issue 2, 195–210
V. Stevens, I. De Bourdeaudhuij and P. Van Oost (2001). Anti-bullying interventions at school: aspects of programme adaptation and critical issues for further programme development. Health Promot. Int., 16 (2): 155-167. 

doi: 10.1093/heapro/16.2.155
V. Stevens, P. Van Oost and I. De Bourdeaudhuij (2001). Implementation Process of the Flemish Antibullying Intervention and Relation with Program Effectiveness. Journal of School Psychology, Volume 39, Issue 4, 303–317

Stevens, V., Van Oost, P., & De Bourdeaudhuij, I. (2004). Interventions against Bullying in Flemish Schools: programme development and evaluation. In P.K.Smith, D. Pepler, & K. Rigby (Eds.), Bullying in Schools: How Successful Can Interventions Be? (pp. 141-165). Cambridge University Press.

Relevant weblinks

http://www.friendlyattac.be/en/
Website of the Friendly Attac project that aims to develop a serious game for cyber-bullying
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